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Prelude 
 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn      “Voices Raised to You We Offer”      795 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1996 Carolyn Jennings. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Sentences         Based on Psalm 146 

P Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

C I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 

 

P Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD; 

C the LORD sets the prisoners free. 

 

P The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

C The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

P The LORD upholds the widow and the fatherless. 

C The LORD will reign forever! 

 

 
Confession & Absolution 

P Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, 

we have not loved all people as Christ has loved us. The fruits of 

our faith are not always evident. But our Lord is gracious and 

merciful, and He offers His forgiveness to all. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

P Heavenly Father, 

C we have failed to love others as You love them. We have failed 

to reflect Your grace to the world in service and sacrifice. We 

have failed in our actions and in our unwillingness to act. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may follow You 

in joy. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus Christ into our world to 

serve and save all people, showing no partiality or favoritism. By 

His death, He forgives all our sins. By His resurrection, He 

destroys death forever and offers us eternal life. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We are set free to love and 

serve our neighbors. Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your grace and mercy overflow to all people. 

Lead us to love our neighbors, regardless of their differences from 

us, so that all people might know the good news of Your death 

and resurrection for their eternal life and salvation; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Reading         James 2:1-10, 14-18 
 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing 

comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 

and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You 

sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over 

there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions among 

yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved 
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brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 

But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress 

you, and the ones who drag you into court? Are they not the ones who 

blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 

 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are 

committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps 

the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of ‘it. . . . 

 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 

lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 

and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 

that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

We stand. 

Gospel Canticle “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” 584 
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Holy Gospel        Mark 7:24-37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 7th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 From there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 

And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be 

hidden. But immediately a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an 

unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. Now the 

woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast 

the demon out of her daughter. And he said to her, “Let the children be fed 

first, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 

But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the 

children’s crumbs.” And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your 

way; the demon has left your daughter.” And she went home and found the 

child lying in bed and the demon gone. 

 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea 

of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. And they brought to him a man who 

was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand 

on him. And taking him aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into 

his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he 

sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And Jesus charged 

them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they 

proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has 

done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” 848 
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  “Who Gets Custody of the Children?” Pastor Michael Geml 

 

 

We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 
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     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
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all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C and also with you. 

We sit. 
 

 

Distribution Hymn “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old” 846 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

“O Christ, Our True and Only Light”           839 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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We stand. 
Post-Communion Collect 

 

 

Benediction 

 

Closing Hymn      “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”       923 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 


